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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
TRANSMITTED BEFORE MAILING OF FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, Applicants hereby submit this 
Information Disclosure Statement together with a completed. Form PTO/SB/08. 

Reference Nos. JP 61-234864; JP 6-073103; JP 8-157378; JP 8-333402; JP 
2000-093497; JP 2000-210376; JP 2000-271207; JP 2003-235955 and JP 2003-245341 
are cited on pages 1-4 of the specification. Copies of these references are enclosed 
herewith along with an English-language Abstract thereof. 

JP 61-234864 is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 4,772,419. 

This application is the United States national phase of PCT Application No. 
PCT/JP2005/006369. The International Search Report dated 31 May, 2005, for the 
underlying PCT application identified JP 2003-235955, which is also cited in the instant 
specification. A copy of the International Search Report is enclosed for the Examiner's 
convenience. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being electronically 
submitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office on 
February 25, 2008. 

Diane Paull 

(Name of Person Mailing Paper) 

02/2 5/2008 
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No fee is believed to be due for the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement as it is being submitted before a first Office Action on the merits. Nevertheless, 
the Commissioner for Patents is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which 
may be required to Deposit Account No. 23-0650. 
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Registration No. 25,826 
Attorney for Applicants 
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Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
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